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Cultural Memory and Educational Transformation: A Narrative Inquiry into Chinese
A Case Study Based on the Cultural
Study Tour in Nanjing, Xuzhou, and Qufu
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Abstract

This study takes the personal experience of a Chinese language teacher who participated in the “Chinese Language
Teachers’ Cultural Study Tour” in 2026 as its narrative text. Employing educational narrative inquiry and site
analysis as methodological approaches, it explores how cultural study tours facilitate Chinese language teachers’
deep understanding of the cultural memory of Chinese civilization and their subsequent transformation of this
understanding into concrete teaching philosophies and curriculum designs. The study finds that cultural study
tours operate through three core dimensions—"embodied experience,” “historical dialogue,” and “comparative
reflection”—which collectively propel teachers from static cultural cognition toward dynamic educational
transformation. Sites such as museums, intangible cultural heritage workshops, historical relics, and classical text
recitation venues encountered during the tour together constitute what may be termed a “pedagogical theater of
cultural memory.” This experience not only reshapes teachers’ conceptions of Chinese language teaching but also
inspires innovative practical directions that integrate children’s Chinese language education, intergenerational
co-learning, and cultural exchange. This research contributes to revealing the critical mechanism of “cultural
experience” in teacher professional development and offers reference points for curriculum development in

overseas Chinese language education.
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