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Conceptual Metaphors and Narrative Functions of Foreign Lexical Elements: A Study

Centered on Eileen Chang's The First Incense Burner and The Second Incense Burner
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Abstract

Foreign lexical elements in Eileen Chang’s fiction are both a hallmark of her linguistic style and a key to her narrative
strategies and cultural positioning. Taking The First Incense Burner and The Second Incense Burner as its objects, the
study compiles transliterated loanwords, calques and Europeanized expressions under a unified set of criteria, and
draws on Conceptual Metaphor Theory to analyze their distribution, metaphorical patterns and narrative functions.
A procedure combining a six-step identification method, exclusion criteria and multiple-instance validation is
adopted, with verifiable textual contexts as evidence, so as to reduce subjectivity in metaphor identification. The
two works differ in the type and distribution of foreign elements: The First Incense Burner emphasizes vocabulary
of social scenes and material objects, whereas The Second Incense Burner shows a marked increase in institutional
and legal terms, indicating a shift from social display to institutional constraint. At the cognitive level, three recurring
conceptual metaphors are identified, namely SOCIAL CLASS IS A CONTAINER, VALUE ORIENTATION IS
A POSSESSABLE OBJECT and SOCIAL STATUS IS VERTICAL HEIGHT. At the narrative level, transliterated
personal names, address terms and scene words embed characters within colonial social networks and, combined
with a cold and detached narrative voice, present upper-class colonial life in an almost specimen-like manner. Foreign
lexical elements thus serve both as surface markers of linguistic Europeanization and as cognitive and narrative

resources participating in characterization, class differentiation and the manifestation of colonial modernity.
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