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Narrative Logic and Spatial Construction in Cinematography: An In-Depth
Analysis Based on Cinematography: From Concept to Screen
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Abstract

Cinematography: from Concept to Screen, a classic work in the field of cinematic visual creation, centers on
a “process-oriented narrative” approach and establishes a comprehensive system of shot design from script
conception to on-screen realization. This study focuses on Chapter 6, “Shot Composition: Spatial
Relationships,” as the main object of analysis. It first outlines the book’s overall structure and core
contributions, and then systematically examines the narrative function, constituent elements, and design
principles of spatial relationships in shot composition from three dimensions: theoretical deconstruction,
practical validation, and scholarly extension. Classic films such as The Godfather, Parasite, and Love Letter
are employed as case studies to verify the practical value of spatial relationships as a “visual narrative
language.” Findings indicate that the spatial relationship theory in Chapter 6 not only serves as a key carrier
of the book’s “integration of technique and artistry” concept, but also highlights the shift in shot composition
from “visual aesthetics” to “narrative service,” providing both theoretical foundation and practical guidance
for innovative cinematography in the digital era.
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