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The Interpretation on the Literature of Filial Legend on the Suicide Cliff in Ming-
Qing
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Abstract

At the turn of the Ming and Qing Dynasties, a mysterious legend of filial piety circulated among Chinese
people. The elder in the family was ill for a long time, and the medicine and stone were ineffective. The dutiful
son and the dutiful wife went up to the mountain to pray and make a wish. If the elder recovered, they would
throw themselves over a cliff to fulfill the wish. The author collected the poetry of the intelligentsia, pointed out
that“Filial piety should be what”at that time is a controversial issue, how to do is filial piety is a question worth
thinking about. Finally, the author gives the phrase“Filial piety is a virtue of mediocrity” a pluralistic meaning.
From the perspectives of folk beliefs, Confucianism and the study of The Hsiao-Ching in the late Ming dynasty,

this paper interprets the legend of sacrificing one's life on the cliff in the late imperial period.
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