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The Universe of Beauty and the Chineseness of Ecological Aesthetics: Expanding on

Professor Yuan Dingsheng's Construction of Ecological Aesthetics
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Abstract

Professor Yuan Dingsheng's theoretical system of ecological aesthetics frequently discusses the "cosmos."
Within the "natural spiral generation," which serves as the "meta-principle" of Aesthetics of Living-Beauty ( 3¢
27, the cosmic Big Bang is posited as the starting point for all ecological activities. In his envisioned logical
culmination, the "perfected natural symphony field of living-beauty," the sphere of human existence is no longer
confined to the Earth's ecosystem. Employing the cosmos as the domain of ecological aesthetics reflects a cosmic
consciousness inherited from ancient Chinese philosophy and art. Zong Baihua once noted that the core of ancient
Chinese art lies in its cosmic consciousness. Professor Yuan Dingsheng's Aesthetics of Living-Beauty anchors
itself in cosmology, examining the existence and operational patterns of the material cosmos as contextual factors
for human aesthetic activities. While integrating modern scientific concepts, this approach also resonates with the

ancient Chinese social and life ideal of "the unity of Heaven and humanity."
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