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On the Intertextual Appropriation of Eileen Chang’s Works in the Films Love After

Love (First Incense) and Lust, Caution
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Abstract

Both Love After Love (First Incense) and Lust, Caution are adapted from Eileen Chang’s fiction and further
supplement and reconstruct their original narratives through the appropriation of plots and imagery from her other
works. Love After Love introduces the “mosquito-swatting” episode in an attempt to establish an intertextual
dialogue with Red Rose, White Rose; however, due to insufficient narrative buildup, the effect appears somewhat
abrupt. By contrast, Lust, Caution successfully appropriates the “lockdown” scene from Sealed Off, juxtaposing
details of everyday life to intensify the dramatic tension of the characters’ fates. The divergent practices of the two

films offer a useful point of reference for intertextual strategies in literary film adaptations.
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