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Construction of "Home" in Wong Kar-wai's Happy Together
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Abstract

The 1997 film Happy Together by Wong Kar-wai has been widely discussed in academic circles. In her essay
Nostalgia in the New Wave: The Structure of Wong Kar-wai's Happy Together, Rey Chow explores concepts such
as "nostalgia" and "home." Building on this, we can further examine how the protagonists He Baorong and Lai
Yiu-fai yearn for a "home" through the film's imagery. The choice of Buenos Aires as the setting, the tango dance,
and the kitchen/dining space all carry significant symbolic weight. Through these visual and spatial elements,
Happy Together indeed reconstructs an alternative understanding of "home." It becomes evident that Wong Kar-

wai's deliberate choices of scenes and spaces are imbued with profound meaning.
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