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Soft power, solid support: Research on the reform strategies of college English teach-

ing from the perspective of new quality productive forces
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Abstract

The vigorous development of new quality productive forces has imposed a comprehensive and non-utilitarian
requirement on the foreign language proficiency of scientific and technological talents, mainly manifested in
deeply participating in the construction of the international academic community and leading or collaborating
in conducting cross-border technological research projects, etc. However, at present, the English teaching in
universities still generally lags the actual needs of the international development of scientific and technological
talents in terms of the setting of teaching goals, the supply of course content, and the orientation of core
competencies. This presents a structural mismatch. This paper proposes the core proposition of “soft power, hard
support”, and re-establishes the functional coordinate of English education in the autonomous talent cultivation
system for new quality productive forces. Through semi-structured in-depth interviews with 12 relevant personnel
and text analysis of the courses, the actual gaps in content adaptability, academic ability training, and teacher
quality are identified. Based on this, systematic reform paths are proposed from five dimensions: course content,
teaching methods, evaluation system, teacher development, and resource platform. The analysis shows that only
when university English teaching completes the paradigm shift from value-oriented “soft power” to functionally
embedded “hard support”, can it truly become a reliable, measurable, and sustainable key link in the autonomous

talent cultivation system of national scientific and technological talents.
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